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To THE 


MEMBERS 


OF THE 


MILITARY ASSOCIATION 


OP 


St. Andrew and St. George the Martyr. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Your attention to the 


following diſcourſe when it was de- 
livered, and your unanimous requeſt 
to have it printed, induces me, for 
the firſt time, to publiſh a Sermon. 


I ſhould have felt leſs difficulty 
in complying with your requeſt had 
my diſcourſe been a wrt one; as, 
in that caſe, I could have preſented 


you with it in the exact ſtate in 
which 


n 
which it met your approbation. But 
having delivered it (according to 
my uſual method) from notes, I can 
now only hope to preſent it in ſub- 
ftance; though it has been my en- 
deavour to retain the expreſſion allo, 
even to the admitting repetitions 
which would otherwiſe need an 


apology. 


Some ſentiments, however, will 
doubtleſs occur to your memories 
that have eſcaped mine, and ſuch 
deficiency I hope to repair by the 
addition of others contained in my 
notes, which a fear of detaining you 
too long on the Sunday obliged me 
then to omit. 


That a divine bleſſing may attend 
your exertions that they may ſoon 
be rendered unneceſſary by a laſting 


9 peace 


CW) 
peace—and that happy period bc 


haſtened when the nations ſhall learn 
war no more, 1s, and {hall be, the 


fervent prayer of, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt Faithful 
And Obedient 


Humble Scrvant, 


RICHARD CECIL. 
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The True Patriot, 


t SAM. xvii. 29. 


AND DAVID SAID, WHAT HAVE I NOW DONE 2 
IS THERE NOT A CAUSE ? 


1 as I am to addreſs my fellow 

citizens aſſociated at this important criſis, 
and much as I muſt approve their zeal for the 
public ſafety, and ſtill more that which leads 
them to preſent themſelves this morning be- 
fore Gob in his Houſe of prayer; yet I can- 
not but lament the Occaſion. To meet every 
where peaceable citizens in arms !—to 
hear fields and gardens daily echo with 
the din of martial exerciſes !—Surely this 
beſpeaks a time critical—alarming—new ! 
A time which a miniſter cannot but feel, and 
ought not to neglect. Far from my heart 
be that frigid indifference which refuſes to 
take an intereſt in what affects ſo many; 
« For who is weak and I am not weak ?— 
who is offended and I burn not?“ 


B But 
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But ſince, in times like theſe, it is of high 
importance firſt to tte our principles of 
action, and then to pur/ue them with firmneſs 
and vigour, I have ſelected an inſtance in the 
text which, in both theſe reſpects, may ſtand 
as our example. 


Iſracl had ſinned; the ſcourge of an offended 
God was now ſuſpended over them ; and the 
Philiſtines gathered together their armics to 
battle. On this occaſion an old Ifraelite had 
ſent three of his eight ſons to join Saul and 
the men of Iſrael; while the youngeſt, who 
had lately gone with his harp to relieve the 
troubled ſpirit of the king, was now returned 
to feed his father's ſheep at Bethlehem. 


And Feſfje faid unto David his fon, ©* Take 
now for thy brethren an ephah of this parched 
corn, and theſe ten loaves, and run to the camp 
to thy brethren; and carry theſe ten cheeſes 
unto the captain of their thouſands, and aſh 
how thy brethren fare, and take their pledge.” — 
And David roſe early in the morning, and left. 
the ſheeþ with a keeper ; and came to the trench 
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as the hoſt was going forth to fight, and ran into 
the army, and came and ſaluted his brethren. 


Here it was, he contemplated the approach- 
ing ſtorm that threatened to overwhelm his 
country, Here he ſaw the battle in array 
with fierce invaders, preceded by a champion 
whoſe ſtature and proweſs were only to be 
equalled by his pride and blaſphemy. He 
heard no terms propoſed but ablolute ſub- 
miſſion and ſlavery ; he ſaw no face but was 
blackened with fear; and, as the terror ap- 


proached, Iſracl fled. 


A holy indignation roſe in the boſom of the 
young ſhepherd—a holy flame kindled within 
him 70 take away the reproach from Iſrael.— 
Yet confidering what an obſcure ſtripling he 
was, He could only ſpeak by enquiries. 
* What fhall be done to the man that killeth 
this Pbiliſtine? Who is this uncircumciſed 
Philiſtine, that he ſhould defy the armies of 
the living God 9” 


Jealouſy is cruel as the grave; and who 
can ſtand before envy ? Eliab, his eldeſt brother, 
B 2 heard 


3 
heard when he ſpake unto the men; and Eliat's 
anger was kindled againſt David, and he ſaid, 
* Why cameſt thou down hither ® And with whom 
haſt thou left thoſe ferw ſheep in the wilderneſs ? 
I know thy pride and the naughtineſs of thine 
heart ; for thou haſt come down that thou mighteſl 
fee the battle.” And David ſaid, ©* WHAT 
HAVE I NOW DONE? 1S THERE NOT A CAUSE ?” 


That this was an holy flame which kin- 
dled in his breaſt, is evident from the event. 
That it was tempered with wiſdom may be 
gathered from the reply. He would hazard 
every thing in producing a unity of effort ; 
nothing that could tend to break it. 


What have I now done,” as if he had ſaid, 
* that ſhould provoke ſuch bitter reflection? 
What have I now done that I ought not to 
have done? If I am come down, is it not in 
obedience to my father's commands ? If, when 
1 came, I felt indignation at the blaſphemies 
I heard, is there not a cauſe for indignation ?— 
If I even feel and expreſs my defire to with- 
ſtand the enemics of my country and of my 
God in their impiety and rage—tell me, 

WIA 


1 
WHAT HAVE I NOW DONE ? 18 THERE NOT A 
CAUSE ??? 


Theſe words of David {| uggeſt us the fol- 


lowing general remark for our conſideration, 
namely, that 


EXTRAORDINARY OCCASIONS WARRANT 
EXTRAORDINARY EXERTIONS;; IN WHICH, 
RIGHTLY TO ENGAGE, DISTINGUISHES THE 
GOOD CITIZEN AND THE CHRISTIAN. 


Here it will be proper for us to inquire, 
1. What may be deemed /zch an occaſion ? 


To diſcuſs this queſtion in the abſtract were 
to trifle with your time; it is ſufficient that I 
can produce ſuch a matter of fact as one 
ſhould ſuppoſe would make an appeal to 
every man's boſom. If the preſent ſtate of 
things be not ſuch an occaſion, he that re- 
ſolves to ſtand ſtill till a greater preſents it- 
ſelf, will probably wait till the opportunity 
for exertion is paſt. 


B 3 Let 
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Let me aſk ſuch a one (if ſuch a one be 
preſent) Had David before him an implaca- 
ble enemy, making an attack upon the liberty 
property and religion of his country, and 
threatning it, 1f I prevail, then ſhall ye be 
our Servants © —An haughty Foe, glorying 
in his trength—defying God and man—ſcorn- 
ing to treat, and treating with ſcorn all reſiſt- 
ance—ſpreading terror by his arms, and hor- 
ror with his curſes and blaſphemies ? Had 
David, I ſay, ſuch a one to meet? and need 


I attempt to PROVE to you that we are in 
ſimilar circumſtances ? 


Proofs of facts are impertinent and abſurd, 
while every man is trembling and ſmarting 
under their conſequences. This congregation 
can bear witneſs that political diſcuſſion of 
every kind is a ſtranger to this pulpit. It is 
conſecrated to the higher concerns of eternity. 
Let the porſherd flrive with the potſherds of the 
earth 1 Such ſtrife ſhall have no conſideration 
here, even on ſpecial occaſions : nor ſhall I 


be intimidated by a term now fo often miſap- 
plied. But reſolutely as we avoid politics, 
may we not conſider Facts ?—facts which 

| involve 
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involve all that is dear ?—all that is facred ? 
And what facts could I produce? How cloſely 
could I run the parallel between the enemy of 
Iſrael and the enemy of Europe? Did I ſay, 
what facts could I produce? What facts could 
not every one of you produce? Who rs ſuch a 
ſtranger in Feruſalem that he knoweth not theſe 
things ? The principles and practices of our 
enemy have not only made e ears of every 
one that heareth them to tingle, but will almoſt 
induce poſterity to queſtion whether the hiſtory 


of our times be a Fact or a Romance. 


Tell me not ow what errors in the high 
or the low have accelerated the occaſion; who 
needs to be told that a courſe of fin and error 
is the hiſtory of fallen man ?—that, when na- 
tional ſins ariſe to a certain height (eſpecially 
under great privileges) national judgments 
will tollow ?—and that our errors are part of 
the puniſhment of our ſins? The ſtate of 
Iſracl proved it then, and the ſtate of Europe 
proves it now; for ſin in a reproach to any 
people. But we are bound as Citizens and as 


Chriſtians wiſely to meet exiſting circum- 


ſtances, as well as to deplore their cav/es. 
B 4 We 
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We are bound to regard the danger and the 
duties of the times in which we live, and we 
have a bright example * before us in the con- 
duct of David, who while he knew the cauſe, 
aimed to repel the effects. If therefore 
citizens now ſtand forth in arms againſt a 
ſpirit of univerſal depredation—lIf miniſters 
now ſtand up, and are valiant for the truth 
againſt a diſſolution of all principles civil and 
ſacred Hats have we now done? Is there not 
a cayſe? 


Still ſome will object: more eaſy, indeed, 
is it to invent invidious objections with E/ad, 
than to feel an holy indignation with David. 
It is more eaſy to ſtand ſtill, and fay }/by 
cameſt thou hither ® I know thy pride, &c., 
than to take a fling and a ſtone, and make 
what efforts we can againſt an impending 


danger.—lt is ſtill more eaſy to dart out a 


If any objection ariſe to this example from what 
was peculiar in the caſe of David, let it be conſidered 
that the example 1s adduced only from what 15 common 
to him and to every good citizen; namely, his juſt in- 
dignation againſt an impious oppreſſor, and his active 
zeal for the peace and religion of his country. 


ſcornful 
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ſcornful and exaſperating inſinuation, than to 


meet it, like David, with recollection, and 
reply in words of truth and ſoberneſs. 


It has been objected that, war is inconſiſtent 
with the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, and arms ſtill 
more inconſiſtent, when found in the hands 
of private citizens, Wars of ambition or ag- 
grandiſement, of caprice or revenge, are cer- 
tainly oppoſed to the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, 
and“ he that” Thus ** rakes the ſword,” 
may expect to periſh by the ſword,” If no 
other evil attended his undertaking, the very 
principle on which he proceeds is evil. I am 
ready to declare with a late ingenious writer * 
that, If chriſtian nations were nations of 
chriſtians, all war would be impoſſible and 
unknown amongſt them.“ 


But this queſtion ſeems ſcarcely to come 
before us on the preſent occaſion. I am now 
not even contemplating, much leſs defending, 
what I muſt deplore both as the fin and the 
ſcourge of nations.— Citizens you meditate no 
violence; you join hands to avert it. You 


* Soame Jenyns. 
foment 
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foment no ſuch wars, You recoil at them.— 
War brings nothing before you but danger, and 
labour, and loſs. Why then are you found in 
arms? I can confidently anſwer for you, it is 
merely and entirely to keep Peace. It is to 
defend your King and Country—to preſerve 
Order—to maintain your Liberty, your Pro- 
perty, your Lives, your Religion.—lt is, that 
your families may enjoy quiet at home,—that 
may in quiet meet this attentive congregation 
on the Sabbath—that we may have a building 
remain in which God may be worſhipped, and 
man be taught the way of ſalvation. In a 
word, while outrage is only waiting for an 
occaſion, you are found watching to ſuppreſs it. 


Who then dwells on Jar? I ſee nothing 
before me but officers of the Peace. Volunteers 
for Order. Citizens banded together for mutual 
Defence; as men who can depend on each 


other; and as having property and principles to 


defend. —Who ſpeaks of hoſtility ? I hear you 
ſaying, ©* We will oppole it under every pre- 
© tence. We are {worn enemies to diſturbance; 
« and are reſolved to bear the toil and coſt 


of making a ſtand againſt znvaſion, againſt 


„ mſurreetion, 
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* inſurrection, againſt plunder, againſt murder, 
«*« againſt /acri/cge.” I hear you faying, 
«© We have ſeen what has been tranſacted and 
* 1s {till tranſacting on the continent; hat 
has reached and has already laid waſte part 
* of our Siſter Kingdom—what is attempting 
even in our own—and fhall we fit ſtill 
*« while miſchief is on the wing? Is it any 
thing but miſchief we aim to reſiſt? Are 
« we not now legally commiſſioned to reſiſt 
„it? — Do not extraordinary occaſions warrant 
« extraordinary exeriions What then have 
+ we done that we ought not to have done on 
the preſent occaſion ?—Is THERE NOT A 
1 cAVSE?* 


There certainly is. Were I, indeed, to ob- 
{crve the principle upon which you now pro- 
ceed, loſt in a ſpirit of contention, debaſed by 
habits of intemperance, profanation of the 
Sabbath, or by any other modes of diſhonour- 
ing that religion you unite to defend; no one 
{ truſt would be found more ready to reprobate 
the conduct or lament the evil: but on the 
contrary, while your object 1s rightly purſued, 
as a miniſter of the Goſpel of peace I muſt be 


glad 
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glad of ſuch a union of effort to preſerve it; 
I am glad to ſee the nation at length rouſed to 
a ſenſe of its danger l hail it as awake—as 
wiſe to foreſee the evil, and active to prevent 
its approach. 


Nor 1s ſuch precaution and girding our- 
ſelves, inconſiſtent with the pureſt and moſt 
abſolute dependance on divine preſervation, or 
any precept of revelation when rightly under- 
ſtood. It is the enthuſiaſt only who expects 
the end, while he neglects the means. ABRA- 
HAM believed God, but, on a proper occaſion, 
he armed his trained ſervants born in his own 
houſe, three hundred and eighteen, and after 
recovering his brother, was met on his return 
and bleſſed by Melchizedec. Jacos wreſtled 
with God for deliverance from a cruel avenger, 
but ſtill p/anned with as much policy as if he 
had never prayed. —Davip was wiſe in not 
truſting to his bow, but did he throw it away? 
He reſolved not to truſt in chariots or in 
horſes, but did he deſtroy them? 


But you are men engaged in buſineſs— 


Not more ſo than NEutEmIan, He was a 
man 


( ll } 
man of buſineſs, and tells us how he conducted 
it in the midſt of enemies. They conſpired all 
of them together,” ſays he, te come and fight 
| againſt Feruſalem— Nevertheleſs we made our 
prayer unto our God and ſet a watch againſt them 
day and night.—T even ſet the people after their 
families with their ſwords, their ſpears, and 
their bows. And I looked, and roſe up, and 
faid unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to 
the reſt of the people, Be ye not afraid of 
them; remember the Lord which is great and 
tremble, and fight for your Brethren, your Sons, 
and your Daughters, your Wives, and your 
Houſes.” He allo tells us, every one, with 
one of his hands wrought in the work, and with 
the other hand held a weapon, For the builders, 
every one had his ſword girded by his fide, and 
fo builded, And he that ſounded the trumpet 
wwas by me.” In this way he could appeal to 
God and plead, ©* Think upon me my God, 
for good, according to all that I have done for 
this people.” | 


therefore repeat it, it is not the believer, 
but the enthuſiaſt who expects the end while 
he neglects the means.—The apoſtle when 


ſhip- 


6 

things conſidered, be prevented! But % things 
muſt be conſidered, before we can judge 
rightly of any one thing. I would, therefore, 
recommend to him who may heſitate to act 
on account of the poſſible conſequences of 
preſent exertions, to extend his views to the 
very probable conſequences of making no ex- 
ertions at all; and to aſk, What if the ſon of 
violence ſucceeds ? What if no ſpear is held 
out as he ruſhes on ? What then ? Probably, 
not one periſhes but thouſands—not the guilty, 
but the innocent. 


And is this the way to prevent evil?—Look 
at the blood that has been ſhed, —not only of 
men in arms, but of men who have made 
every ſacrifice for peace—men who have pre- 
ſented their cheek to the ſmiter ! Recollect the 
blood that has been poured out like water on 
every ſide—of helpleſs Old Age! of Women! 
of Infants! And after contemplating the ma- 
{acres and conflagrations on the continent, look 


at Ireland in order to afcertain the duty of 
the times in England! Let any one aſk, if 
ſuch calamities had befallen us as have over- 
whelmed other nations, what bitter reflections 


muſt, with reaſon, have ſeized every heart on 
the 


1 


the recollection of a torpid ſupineneſs — a 
death-like lethargy—a fatal preſumption of 


peace where there was no peace. 


The ſluggard, therefore, who is ſent to an 
inſect to learn induſtry, may go again to ſtudy 
{elf- preſervation. Providence that preſents 
ſuch occaſions to man, has given man reaſon 
to meet the occaſion. You feel this: and after 
the example in my text, you are come down, 
not to provoke, but to prevent a ſlaughter. 
In the name of your God continue thus 10 ſe! 
up your banners ; and juſtly may be inſcribed 
upon every one of them, Is THERE NoT A 
CAUSE 2? 


Having thus attempted to anſwer the firſt 
inquiry under our general propoſition, let us 
now proceed to another no leſs neceſlary : 
namely, 


II. WHAT ARE THOSE DISPOSITIONS WITH 
WHICH SUCH EXERTIONS SHOULD BE MADE? 


This is an important queſtion ; for motives 


and principles determine the character of ac- 
C tions: 


©. 
tions: infomuch, that two men, in performing 
the fame act, may be one a good, the other 
an evil agent. Now no man acts with a right 
diſpoſition, who does not, like David, pro- 
cecd, 


1. With a reference to GOD. What in this 
affair reſpects his honour ? What is to be read 
of his mind in the ſigns of the times? If a 
controverſy is rending the nations in which the 
agents of Hell are to be reſiſted, yet hath not 
the Lord alſo a controverſy with Europe ? 
The Lord's voice cryeth in the city, and the man 
of wiſdom ſhall ſee thy name: hear ye the Rod 
and who hath appointed it !—Ts there an evil in 
the city and the Lord hath not done it? 


And who, that believes his Bible, can 
wonder at God's controverſy with the nations ! 
eſpecially with Chriſtendom ! What provoca- 
tion can He receive like that of rejecting or 
ſighting the ineſtimable gift of his Son! 
The ſentiment, ** Thie man ſhall not reign over 
, is the maſter fin of Europe. It is pro- 
pagated by ſyſtem ; it is adopted by faſhion ; 
it is even countenanced by moraliſts ; and it 

is 
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is expreſſed in an infinite variety of ways. 
But whether it appears openly or diſguiſed, 
it involves ſuch ingratitude and malignity 
that, if it could exiſt alone, it would ſuffi- 
ciently account for any meaſures of a righteous 
indignation, 


We will maintain Chriſtianity” ſay one 
party—But what Chriſtianity ?—A ſolemn 
farce, in which the wort, and word, and 
Spirit of Chriſt are made void, and of no 
eftect, by your traditions ? ©* We will have 
no Chriſtianity” ſay the other party. ** The 
abuſes of Chriſtianity, which we have ob- 
ſerved, lead us to determine that it can be of 
no % We are too good to need any atone- 
ment—we are too illuminated to need divine 
inſtruction and, as to ſpiritual influence, 
none but knaves or fools ſo much as conſider 


the ſubject.” x 


Are theſe things ſo? Has this ſpirit gone 
forth not only among the Philiſtines but in 
Iſrael? No. wonder that the Lord hath a con- 
troverſy with Fudah, and will puniſh Jacob 
according to his ways. He, therefore, 1s not 


C 2 rightly 


( xx ) 


rightly diſpoſed, who does not humbly hear 
the rod, mark who hath appointed it, conſider 
why it is appointed, and perſonally depart 
from iniquity, while he engages himſelf to 
oppoſe its effects. 


But a right diſpoſition not only fears, but 
alſo TRUSTS the Lord. Contemplating the 
occaſion, it will employ-proper means ; but 
on none of them will it depend. The language 
of ſuch a diſpoſition is Except the Lord 
keep the city the watchman waketh but in rain 
There is no king ſaved by the multitude of an 
hoſt: a mighty man 1s not delivered by much 
ftrength.—The horſe is prepared againſt the 
day of battle: but ſafety 1s of the Lord.“ 


Thus went David to meet his enemy : 
© Thou comeſi to me with a ſword, and with 
a ſpear, and with a ſhield; but I come to thee 
in the name of the Lord of Hoſts, the God of 
the armies of Iſrael, whom thou haſt defied.” 
While, therefore, ſome truſt in chariots, and 
ſome in horſes, we, with David, ſhould ve- 
member the name of the Lord our God. 


And 


6 

And ſurely our God has a ſpecial claim 
upon this nation for the remembrance of His 
name. Come and fee the deſolations He hath 
made in the earth, and then contemplate your 
peace and privileges at home. What has He 
done for this nation in former times ? What 
at this day is He doing for us? I muſt diſ- 
miſs the topic] am overwhelmed with par- 
ticulars! General recollection, however, is 
ſufficient to remind us to waost almighty and 
gracious hand we ſtand indebted for the bleſſ- 
ings we enjoy at this moment, and upon 
WHOM alone we can depend for their continu- 
ance. Such a recollection ſhould teach us, 
with A/a and Jehoſaphat, to look away from 
human ſtrength, numbers, arrangements, ex- 
_ ertions, leſt folly, weakneſs, and diſappoint- 
ment ſhould be written on them all. Then, 
and then only, do we exert ourſelves rightly, 
and advance againſt invaders with a well- 

grounded hope of ſucceſs, when, with the 
men juſt mentioned, we own and forſake our 
ſins, truſt in promiſed mercy, and employing 
the means put into our hands, cry, with them, 
Help us O Lord our God—in thy name we 
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go againſt this multitude—our eyes are upon 
thee. 


To ſet up our banners on any other ground 
is to fall into the atheiſm of our enemy. His 
language, like Sennacherib's and Gohath's, has 
always been with me a token for good. Not- 
withſtanding his temporary ſucceſs, we ſhould 
hold faſt this truth, THE LORD REIGNETH. 
Such an enemy like the Aſſyrian, may ſerve 
for a time as the Rod of God's anger which He 

ſends againſt bypocritical nations to take the | 
prey, and tread them down lite the mire of the 
ftreets, Howbeit HE meaneth not ſo — he 
ſeems to fay ** hall I not as ] have done unto 
Samaria and her idols, ſo do to Feruſalem and 
her idols? Religion is but ſuperſtition, whe- 
ther in Loxpox or in Rome,” 


But Hall tbe axe thus boaſt ig againſt Him 
that heweth therewith ? or the rod ſhake itſelf 
againſt Him that lifts it up I will take 

courage while my enemy thus vaunts himſelf: 
I tremble when I hear any leader on our ſide 
imitate his language. 


Sanctiſy 
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* Santhfy therefore the Lord of hofls himfelf; 
and he ſhall be for a ſuuctuary. The worſe 
the preſent aſpect of affairs, the more need 
have we to remember the name of the Lord. 
our God. Whoever now frets under difficul- 
ties, and thereby increafes them ; let us recol- 
collect ourſelves and our only Helper. He 
alone who once ſaid to the raging ſea ** peace, 
be flill,” can now ſpeak peace to the nations; 
whenever it comes He ought ta be acknow- 
ledged as the fole giver of it; and in the mean 
time He will keep them in perfect peace whoſe 
minds are ſtayed on HI. 


2. To proceed with a right diſpoſition, we 
muſt regard our NEIGHBOUR. Confining 
our views here to the occafion, let me remark 
that, while the maintenance of peace and 
order is the ſingle object of this aſſociation, 
- UNION is its ſtrength. It may not conſiſt with 
the health and avocations of every neighbour 
to join you as a corps. Every neighbour 
cannot think with you about ſome particular. 
meaſures ; and ſome, like Eliab, may be 
ready to ſpeak before they think. Here, 
Brethren, Le? your moderation be. known unta 


G4 all 
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all men.——Study to ſhew yourſelves, like the 
children of Iſſachar, men that have underſtand- 
ing of the times, to know what Jſrael ought 
to do. 


David, in my text, affords us an incompa- 
rable example in this reſpect. David,” ſays 
an excellent commentator, ** had right, and 
„ reaſon on his fide, and, therefore, did not 
render railing for railing ; but with a ſoft 
„ anſwer turned away his brother's wrath. 
This conqueſt of his own paſſion, was in 
* ſome reſpects, more honourable than that 
over Goliah. He that hath rule over his 
* own ſpirit, is better than the mighty. It 
** was no time for David to quarrel with his 
brother when the Philiſtines were upon 
** them.—The more threatning the Church's 
enemies are, the more forbearing her friends 
© ſhould be with one another.” 


In a word our exertions ſhould be con- 
ducted with ſuch wiſdom and moderation, 
| benevolence and forbearance, comprehenſion 
and energy, that union upon the broadeſt 


ſcale may be effected. It is a maſter- ſtroke 


in 
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in our enemies abroad and at home to damp 
the efforts they cannot prevent: to ſeparate 
you by ſuſpicion to unhinge you with diſ- 
cord to diſcountenance you with ridicule.— 
They will affect to deſpiſe what they really 
fear. They will attempt to benumb by a 
panic thoſe endeavours which they know to 
be irreſiſtible when in union and in action. 
And need you be told the ſucceſs of ſuch 


ſtratagems ? 


What then, let me aſk, is a right diſpoſi- 
tion reſpecting our neighbour in an aſſociation 
like this ? or in ſuch of us as wiſh to concur 
with it as our common defence ? Evidently, 
to unite for a juſt end :—to purſue that end 
with a temper which, while it ſeeks to diſarm 
the d/turber, would try if poſſible to ſave the 
man :—to abſtain from even the appearance of 
injury :—and thus by a variety in our exer- 
tions, produce a unity in effect. Whether, 
therefore, we are found in arms or not on the 
preſent occaſion, let us be one in heart, for, 
IS THERE NOT A CAUSE ? 


To 
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all nen.— Study to ſhew yourſelves, like the 
children of Iſſachar, men that have under/tand- 
ing of the times, to know what Iſrael ought 
to do. 


David, in my text, affords us an incompa- 
rable example in this reſpect. David,” ſays 
an excellent commentator, ©* had right, and 
„ reaſon on his fide, and, therefore, did not 
render railing for railing ; but with a ſoft 
« anſwer turned away his brother's wrath. 
This conqueſt of his own paſſion, was in 
ſome reſpects, more honourable than that 
„over Goliah. He that hath rule over his 
* own ſhirit, is better than the mighty. It 
** was no time for David to quarrel with his 
* brother when the Philiſtines were upon 
** them. —The more threatning the Church's 
enemies are, the more forbearing her friends 
© ſhould be with one another.” 


In a word our exertions ſhould be con- 
ducted with ſuch wiſdom and moderation, 
benevolence and forbearance, comprehenſion 
and energy, that union upon the broadeft 
fcale may be effected. It is a maſter-ſtroke 
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in our enemies abroad and at home to damp 
the efforts they cannot prevent: to ſeparate 
you by ſuſpicion—to unhinge you with diſ- 
cord—to diſcountenance you with ridicule.— 
They will affect to deſpiſe what they really 
fear. They will attempt to benumb by a 
panic thoſe endeavours which they know to 
be irreſiſtible when in union and in action. 


And need you be told the ſucceſs of ſuch 
ſtratagems ? 


What then, let me aſk, is a right diſpoſi- 
tion reſpecting our neighbour in an aſſociation 
like this ? or in ſuch of us as wiſh to concur 
with it as our common defence ? Evidently, 
to unite for a juſt end: to purſue that end 
with a temper which, while it ſeeks to diſarm 
the diſturber, would try if poſſible to ſave the 
man :—to abſtain from even the appearance of 
injury :—and thus by a variety in our exer- 
| tions, produce a unity in effect. Whether, 
| therefore, we are found in arms or not on the 
preſent occaſion, let us be one in heart, for, 
IS THERE NOT A CAUSE ? 


— 
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3. To advance with a right diſpoſition, we 
muft regard OURSELVES. To be found 
in the due improvement of thoſe privileges 
for which we are contending, is eſſential to 
our character as wife men, as well as chriſ- 
tians. Are we banded for a party ?—for a hu- 
mour ? Or, on the contrary, is it not to ſecure 
privileges of ineſtimable value both civil and 
religious? But while we are anxious to ſecure 
them, eſpecially the higheſt of them, our re- 
ligion ; ſhould we not be equally anxious to 
mprove what we fecure ? Suppole this Houſe 


of God, in which we are now aflembled, to 


be aſſaulted; and the inhabitants, who ſurround 
it, to riſe in its defence: ſuppoſe, after the 
tumult was over, they paid no regard to its 
opportunities for devotion or inſtruction; muſt 
not the miniſter ſay to ſuch, —<©* For what 
+ haveye tought? For the telle, or the worſhip 
of this Sanctuary? Whether is greater, the 
«*« temple, or He that dwelleth therein? While 
ye neglect its ſervices, the temple itſelf that 
« ye have defended ſtands a witneſs againſt 
vou.“ 


Thus 


(een) 


Thus it is with the beſt and higheſt of 
thoſe privileges for which thouſands at this 
day are ready to contend. Chriſtianity ſtands 
a witneſs againſt many of its defenders. 
How many in a national ſtruggle arc ready 
to die for Religion, who yet are ſpiritually 
dead to it ! How many ſpurn at a Decade, 
yet profane the Sabbath ! How many. fathers 
of a Country and bulwarks of a Church 


have ſecured every thing in both but their own 


Souls! Defended the faith, yet periſhed in 
unbelief! Oppoſed Satan one way, been his 
captives in another ! My heart has yearned 
at marking a great man, wiſe in his genera- 
tion, ſkilfully holding the reins of a vaſt 
enterprize, graſping with a mighty mind 
its various relations, and penetrating with an 
Eagle's eye, into—what?—every thing but 
HIMSELF,—A fallen ſpirit, in a diſordered 
world! Having a day of Salvation, and that 
neglected ! How natural was the dying lan- 
guage of ſuch a one when he cried out, 
the battle is fought, the battle is fought, 
but the victory is loſt for ever!“ 


Alas 


( Rxvili ) 

Alas] how many elebrated Geniuſes, how 
many deep Philoſophers, how many ſplendid 
Conquerors, ſhall awake in eternity from their 
vain dreams of glory; each wiſhing he had 
been an idiot, or even a brute, that he might 
never have been eternally a wretch—reſpon- 


fible for talents and privileges neglected and 
abuſed ! 


David is our example in a perſonal uſe 
and improvement of the privileges for which 
he contended. He felt an holy indignation 
at the Philiſtine's profaneneſs.—He fought 
for the God and worſhip of Iſrael; and he 
alſo knew how to prize and employ the 
bleſſmgs he had won. His heart /onged, yea 
fainted for the living God: he eſteemed a day 
in his courts better than a thouſand, He 
entered into the Sanctuary to eſcape the errors 
of the world ; and finding his worſt foes to 
be thoſe which aſſaulted his heart, and diſ- 
| honoured his God, he ſought the diſpoſition 
he needed. Create,” ſays he, in me a 
clean heart O God, and renew a right ſpirit 
within me!” Such a diſpoſition to regard our 
own Souls, in the improvement of our preſent 

| advantages, 


1 

advantages, diſtinguiſhes the wiſe contender. 
He is prepared, like David, with a reply to 
every objection.— He is armed to meet every 
terror, even that of the laſt enemy, who muſt 
lay waſte the hopes of every other adventurer. 
Ile can reſt ſecure of final conqueſt not 
the blaze of a moment, but that Glory, 
Honour, and Immortality deſcribed by the 
apoſtle when he ſaw them that had gotten the 
Victory, landing with the Harps of God, and 
Singing the Song of Moſes, and of the Lamb. 


In concluding, I addreſs you firſt, as 
CiTizEns. The Cay/e in which you are 
engaged has been ſhewn not only lawful, 
but laudable. There are times in which 
neutrality is a diſgrace—in which, not to 
oppoſe is, ſeemingly at leaſt, to abet. The 
Diſpofitions alſo with which you ſhould pro- 
ceed in ſuch times with refpe& to Gop, your 
NEIGHBOUR and YOURSELVES have alſo been 
pointed out. Firmly proceed, therefore, 
while the occaſion calls for your beneficial 
exertions. To the arms of the different 
aſſociations, under God, I muſt aſcribe the 
preſent tranquility of this country. The 

| 2 good 
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good effect of your aſſociating is already 
ſtrikingly evident: the ſpirit of tumult is not 
dead; but has it not ſhrunk from fight? Is 


it not awed to filence ? 


Go on, then, and may the Lorp or nosTs 
go with you! may HE give you, who alone 
can give you, right diſpoſitions in a right 
cauſe | Go on,—but I moſt earneſtly be- 
ſeech you, ſtop not ſhort in your work— 

make not ſo fatal a miſtake as to think 
your work done when the preſent troubles 
ſubſide. There are enemies, (need I name 
them) which if you conquer not, you muſt 
ſink after all your exertions and ſucceſſes 
into everlaſting ſhame and contempt. What 
are other ſlaughters compared with thoſe of 
the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil! The 
thouſands who periſh in time by the ſword 
are loſt among the millions who periſh 
everlaſtingly by Sin. Before you go again 
to the field, Go forth, and look upon the 
carcaſes 'of the men that have tranſgreſſed 

| againſt GoD ; for their worm ſhall not die, 

| neither ſhall their fire be quenched, and 42 

1 ſhall be an abborring to af RleſÞ. 


I have 
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I have ſhewn the cauſe there is for Your 
exertions ; and I feel the cauſe there is for 
MINE. The times form a ſufficient apology 
for every effort which a Miniſter, as well as 
a Soldier, can make. Look at the ſtrides of 
inſubordination, irreligion, infidelity | But 
look not only at France; look at Home, 
where they proceed with an aggravated guilt. 
What efforts can you or I make to oppoſe 
them which are not warranted by the times ? 
The heartleſs may contemn, and the ſcornful 
provoke, but what have we now done? Is 
THERE NOT A CAUSE? 


Yes there is; a cauſe not only for exertion, 
but for confidence. Thanks be to God for his 
unſpeakable gitt! He has ſhewn us a remedy 
for this and every other evil. He hath 
lifted up an enſign to the nations, I cannot 
vouch for the viſion of Conſtantine; but 
whether or not He ſaw ſuch an enfign with 


its inſcription * as hiſtory deſcribes, ſuch a 


one is ever to be ſcen by the eye of faith. 


There ſhall be a Root of FJeſſe which fhall . 
Stand for an Enjign of the people ; to it ſhall 


* Ey rere vixa, With this, be victorious. 
the 
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the Gentiles ſeek ; and His reſt ſhall be glorious. 
can vouch that to fight under this conſecrated 
banner is to be more than a conqueror. Though 
foes ſurround you againſt which your arms, 
your wiſdom, your ſtrength, can avail no- 
thing ; happy am I in this opportunity of di- 
recting your attention to that Enſign which 
Gop hath lifted up ; and under which I ear- 
neſtly pray that we may live and die fight- 
ing as good ſoldiers of JEsUs-CnRIsST. It is 
againſt Tunis that our enemies abroad and at 
home have entered into a deep and helliſh con- 
ſpiracy. It is before this they are doomed to 
fall; and it is before this they mult be brou ght 
to receive their ſentence. 


But with this banner be ve victorious. De- 
parting from the tents of theſe wicked men, 
wiſely improve the firſt of thoſe bleſſings for 
which you contend. The Salvation which is 
in Chriſt Jeſus, 1s the one, grand, intereſting 
conſideration of fallen man. In Hts ſtrength, 
Fight the good fight of Faith,; lay hold of eternal 
life; for HE THAT OVERCOMETH, SHALL Ix- 
HERIT ALL THINGS. 


CuRis- 
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CHRISTIANS, Whether in arms or not, you 
know the truths I ſpcak; you know them ex- 
perimentally; and I truſt you do not forget 
the obligations of Chriſtians in times like the 
preſent. Whatever temporary inconvenience 
you fee] from the preſent conteſt, I truſt 
you are impreſſed with grateful recolle&ion 
that, while the floods lift up their voice, and 
the waves are nibty and rage horribly, yet the 
Lokp who dwelleth on high is migbtier; and, 
reſpecting vs, hath ſaid, ** H:therto ſhalt thou 
come and no farther, and here ſhall the proud 
waves be ſtayed. But let us, as Chriſtians, 
rejoice with trembling : for Infidels of late 
have employed a new and ſucceſsful engine; 
Chriſtians whom they deſpaired of moving 
by their arguments, they have enticed to dab- 
ble in their politics; till, in the abounding 
of iniquity, the love of many has waxed cold. 
Watch ye, therefore, Chriſtians, fand faſt in 
the faith, quit you like men, be firong. Put 
on, the whole armour of Gad that ye may be 
able to land againſt the wiles of the Devil. 


But a Chriſtian ſhould not only keep his 
ground in ſuch times, but ſhould advance 
D with 
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with an energy and an intereſt peculiar to 
himſelf. If you cannot, with ABRARAM, arm 
yourſelf or your family, you certainly can with 
him, intercede.—If you cannot be a leader, 
like Mosxs, you can, with him, % up your 
hands in prayer for the defeat of Amaleck. — 
If threatenings mixed with blaſphemies are 
poured out and alarm the nation, you can 
with HRZ EKIAH ſpread them before HIM 
who dwells between the Cherubims.—Youcan 
ſtand in the Gap.—You can run, like Aaron, 
between the living and the dead, till the plague 


rs ſlayed. 


CHRISTIANS, it is not conceived by others, 
nor do you ſufficiently conceive yourſelves, 
what one, ſteady, reſolved, recollected be- 
liever, with a publick ſpirit, may effect. 
The man who dares to be right—who aſks, 
not what men are pleaſed to think or ſay, but 
what he ought to think and do—who feels 
this ſhort life his only opportunity for glo- 
rifying God on this fide of Eternity, —This 
man is an Hoſt ;—witneſs the man, the ſtrip- 
ling, I ſhould ſay, in my text. Such a one ſees 
the Captain of his ſalvation going forth in 
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every tempeſt which ariſes, and directing 
them all; — he joins himſelf to Omnipotence: 
—he fears God, and therefore has none elſe 
to fear: — he reſts in Him, and thus collects 
freſh ſtrength for his labours. CRISTIANs, 
are your loins 7hus grirded? Let your lights 
alſo be burning, and ſtand /ike men who wait 
for their Lord. 


To the Congregation at large I now addreſs 
myſelf. The Lord of theſe ſervants is com- 
ing; and before Him ſhall be gathered all 
nations : but not a ſingle individual among 
them who will not en feel theſe truths to be 
the THE GRAND CONCERN of MAN. O may 
they be accepted with gratitude and joy, now, 
that they may not overwhelm us with unut- 
terable anguiſh and deſpair in the preſence of 
the Judge! For 4ehold He cometh with clouds, 
and every Eye fhall fee Him, and they alſo that 
pierced Him. Even fo. Amen. 


FINIS. 
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